BARCOS DE LA US NAVY EN LA RECUPERACION DE
CAPSULAS ESPACIALES

USES Hornet, Aircraft carrier of the Essex clas=z. Unused
postcard

The recovery of American astronauts who traveled into space aboard the Mercury, Gemini, and
Apolle capsules wag carried out by different zships of the US Navy positioned in the Atlantic and

This collection iz an example of the different commemorative envelopes that astrophilatelizsts
prepared to immortalize those successful returns.




s Mavy ships in the space capsule bay

U.S.S. RANDOLPH
CVS~IS |

J. R. FITZPATRICK
P. O. BOX 2296

HUNTINGTON, W. VA

SPACE CAPSULE RECOVERY 3SHIP

20.02.1862 USE Randolph. Primary recovery ship for Mercurv—Atlas 6 with astronaut John Glenn. This
same ship had recovered astronaut Virgil Grissom seven months earlier on the second American
zuborbital flight

USS. NOA, DD-841

Recovery Ship for the First
US. MAN IN SPACE
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1 IMEMORATIVE COVER WAS A PART OF THE FIRST MAIL DISPATCH
- — RO E DESTROYER -U.SS. MOA FOLLOWING RECOVERY OF US.
— T ASTRONAUT "ITcot=30HN —H. GLENN, JR, USMC, AND MERCURY
~— T—SPACE CAPSUCE “ERTENDSHIP SEVEM."
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gd.02. 1862 UsSE Noa. The destrover USE Noa was the first to arrive at the splashdown point of the

capzule with astronaut John Glenn
Commemorative 4—cent stamp of this mission. This stamp was not on board any ship and therefore
copiesz like thiz one were cancelled upon their return to port (1,500 copie=z).
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24.050.1862 USE Intrepid. Primary recovery ship for the Mercury—Atlas ¥ mission with astronaut Scott

Carpenter. Overproduced by the ship's captain

24.05.1962 USS John R. Pierce (Rising East) was the first ship to arrive at the splashdown point of
the capsule, but it did not have the neceszary equipment to retrieve the astronmaut, so it had to wait
for the helicopters from the USE Intrepid. Nevertheless, the USE John R. Pierce recovered the
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DON VAN OOYEN
Route 4
Appleton, Wis.

10/03,/1962 UES Kearszarge. Primary recovery ship for the Mercury—Atlas 8 mission with astronaut
Walter Schirra, with the ship's emhblem designed for this mission and signed by Captain E.P.
Hankin.

1G.02.18963 USE Kearsarge. Primary recovery ship for the Mercury—Atlas 9 mission with astronaut
Gordon Cooper. Cover with manual postmeark, rarer than the postmark and ship's mark designed
for this mission.



US Navy ships in the recovery of space capsules

18.01.1962 USE Lake Champlain. Primary recovery ship for the unmanned Titan Z. Cover with
AM postmark and red color illustration, the mozt unusual of the 4 known: black, blue, red
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«TPHIS IS THE SHIF TEAT
RECOVERED THE CAFPSULE.
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January 18, 19653 UES Lake Champlain. Primeary recovery zhip for the unmanned Gemini—Titan 2
mission. Cover with PM, violet illustration and signature af the ship's captain James Longino. Until
the appearance of this signed cover, there was no certainty about who was the captain of the UZSS







