APOLLO 11

First Day Covers for the USA =tamp for the Apollo 11 mission
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During the Apollo 11 mission, a metal plate of thiz stamp, a blank envelope with the imperforate
stamp already affixed, the rubber cancellation stamp, and an ink pad for canceling on the lunar

Due to the different tazks to be carried out, the astronauts forgot the postmarking, and on their
way back to Farth, on July 22, 1969, theyv postmarked the envelope with the date of the moon

Near a year before the scheduled launch date for Apollo 11 in 1988, Paul Calle, a renowned artist who
had already drawn the stamp commemorating Ed White's first spacewalk on Gemini 4, was discreetly
contacted to draw the stamp for the FIRET MAN ON THE MOON.

The idea was to produce a stamp (10 cent rate, domestic airmail) of larger dimensions than all TUSA
stamps issued to date, in order to carry a specimen aboard Apollo 11 and postmark it on the lunar
surface.

The zeal had to meel several fundamental reguirements, among them, it could not refer to any
living person (although the astronaut could later be identified with a specific person) and it had to
faithiully and accurately reflect the enormous feat that a human being would set foot for the first

Among the different sketches prezented by the artist, the United Statez Poszstal Service zselected a
horizontal design with the astronaut descending from the ladder of the lunar module, with one foot

The 5FDs, dated September 5, 18689, in Washington DC, have the peculiarity that they bear two
postmarks instead of just one, The second, at the bottom, i a duplicate of the posztmark that the
Apollo 11 astronauts carried with them to the Moon, and it represents an added value so that all

collectors could have a copy of this postmarls.
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“ONE SMALL STEP FOR MAN:;
ONE GIANT LEAP FOR MANKIND"
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FIRST DAY OF ISSUE

JULY 20, 1968
FIRST MAN ON THE MOON

08.09.18969 Washington DC. {Mechanical and manual cancellation), From an envelope of unknown
author. The lower envelope bears the margin "Use Yip Code"” which appears in one of the four
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09091969 Washington D.C. (Mechanical
cancellation). From the envelope {(blue color):
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APOLLD 1l ASTROMAUTS
ARMSTRONGD - COLLING - ALDRIN

09.09.1969 Washington DC. {Mechanical cancellation). from the envelope
(black color): Artecraft. The SPD also cancels the stamp dedicated to

Apolle 8 issued on Mav 3, 18969,
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09.09.1968 Wazhington DC. {Mechanical cancellation). From the envelope: Pleetwood., Thizs envelope can
be found with Armstrong's phrase "ONE SMALL STEF FOR A MAN, ONE GIANT LEAFP FOR MANEKIND" in two

version=: with "A" and without "A",

q"g,‘:‘ﬂEP FOR MAN-ONE GIANT LEAP FOR MANEIND
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090919689 Washinglon D.C. (Mechanical cancellalion).
Postcard with an image of the lunar module Eagle
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09.09.1969 Washington DC. {Mechanical cancellation). Silk impression on the
envelope: Exclusive Model UDepot produced by Ceres, Uo. In France.







